UNITED FOOD AND COMMERCIAL WORKERS (UFCW)

AND

FOOD EMPLOYERS LABOR RELATIONS ASSOCIATION (FELRA)

LEGAL BENEFIT F UND
SRS oo s SRERGRD

THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT

ROBERT A. ADES & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
11" Floor
1140 Connecticut Avenue, NW.
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 452-8080




TABLE OF CONTENTS

A“alysisofutilization......l.0.'0l....II.I.'l.lll....".'....l‘.'..I..II

CHART
CHART
CHART
CHART
CHART
CHART
CHART

I

Ix
IXX
v
v
Vi
vii

CASESOPENED ...cco00sssc00ssssssssssssssssssssssssssss ®
PERCENTAGE UTILIZATION BY CATEGORY OF LAW ....... 4
UTILIZATION ANALYSIS ...cccvcosscccssscssssssscossasce §
COMPARISONS .....cco0ctvvvossscssssccscosssscsssnscscs @
ATTORNEYS'HOURS ...ccivcvscsssccsssscsssscsscsssssssss '
PARALEGALS'HOURS ....0ccvvccostcsccssssssssssssnscses 8
SURCHARGES .. ci0vvvveoscsossssosssscssssscsssssssssscsss @

e
- R

ROBERT A. ADES & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
11" Floor
1140 Connecticut Avenue, NW.

Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 452-8080




THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL REPORT

ROBERT A. ADES & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

ANALYSIS OF UTILIZATION

During this past reporting period, we opened a total of 4,299 cases
within our offices, which represents a 6.4 percent decrease as compared with
the previous reporting year. However, the number of participants also
decreased during this period.

It is noteworthy that the number of bankruptcy filings fell by 10
percent, which, for example, is consistent with the decline throughout the
State of Maryland.

Family law cases, which have traditionally represented 25 percent or
more of our practice, dropped below that figure for the first time. The
economy has had an impact because there are individuals who are unable to
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live apart and maintain separate households. As a result, there have been
proposals before the Maryland legislature to remove that requirement in
seeking a divorce.

Another indicator that the economy may be improving is reflected in the
fewer number of civil litigation matters. In recent years, this area of law has
been comprised of numerous debt collection matters pertaining to credit card
and car payment debt. In this past year, civil cases declined by 18 percent.
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Since 1999, the utilization statistics demonstrate that almost one third
of eligible participants are seeking legal advice and representation through
our offices, an access which, for the majority of these individuals, would
otherwise not be affordable.



CHARTI

CASES OPENED

During the Reporting Period
(January 1, 2011, through December 31, 2011)

LEGEND:

01 Family

02 Probate
03 Will

04 Negligence
05 Real Estate
06 Consumer
07 Criminal

08 Tratfic

09 Landlord/Tenant

10 Administrative Law

11 Immigration

13 Workers’ Compensation
14 Juvenile

1§ Civil Litigation

Average Number of Cases Opened Per Month: 358



CHARTII

PERCENTAGE UTILIZATION
BY CATEGORY OF LAW

During the Reporting Period
(January 1, 2011, through December 31, 2011)

Cass Opened Percentage
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CHARTIII

UTILIZATION ANALYSIS

Average Number Paralegals'
Reporting Period Cases Opened of Participants Utilization Rate | Attorneys' Hours Hours

03/01/81 - 02/28/82 4,049 15,400 26.3 18,087.3 12,210.3
03/01/82 - 02/28/83 4,542 14,600 3L1 19,984.0 12,329.2
03/01/83 - 02/29/84 4,829 13,750 35.1 21,664.5 12,474.9
03/01/84 - 02/28/85 4,799 13,395 35.8 21,645.3 12,403.6
03/01/85 - 02/28/86 4,740 13,924 34.0 21,056.0 12,124.6
03/01/86 - 02/28/87 4,908 13,945 35.2 20,116.9 16,156.2
03/01/87 - 02/29/88 4,962 14,524 34.2 21,758.3 15,812.6
03/01/88 - 02/28/89 5,008 15,097 33.2 21,839.1 15,852.2
03/01/89 - 02/28/90 5,358 16,194 33.1 23,326.1 15,227.0
01/01/90 - 12/31/90* 5,553 16,908 328 24,456.5 15,997.2
01/01/91 - 12/31/91 5,813 16,722 34.8 25,484.5 17,441.4
01/01/92 - 12/31/92 6,079 **16,841 36.1 25.915.1 17,550.9
01/01/93 - 12/31/93 6,481 16,861 38.4 26,118.3 18,986.8
01/01/94 - 12/31/94 6,100 16,238 37.5 25,386.2 18,496.3
01/01/95 - 12/31/95 5.944 15,738 37.8 25,516.5 18,418.8
01/01/96 - 12/31/96 6,064 16,142 37.5 26,392.7 18,182.8
01/01/97 - 12/31/97 6,110 16,040 38.1 27,184.0 18,235.3
01/01/98 - 12/31/98 5,860 15,679 37.4 27,083.1 17,995.4
01/01/99 - 12/31/99 5,826 14,841 39.3 27,715.7 18,156.9
01/01/00 - 12/31/00 5,471 13,875 39.4 27,373.5 17,678.8
01/01/01 - 12/31/01 5,364 13,504 39.7 27,427.6 17,3324
01/01/02 - 12/31/02 5,369 13,908 38.6 28,291.8 17,134.5
01/01/03 - 12/31/03 5,454 14,057 38.8 29,217.7 17,488.5
01/01/04 - 12/31/04 5,157 13,583 38.0 28,519.9 16,866.8
01/01/05 - 12/31/05 5,131 13,018 394 28,903.1 17,183.1
01/01/06 - 12/31/06 4,671 12,062 38.7 28,279.1 17,810.3
01/01/07 - 12/31/07 4,593 11,851 38.8 28,163.3 16,466.1
01/01/08 - 12/31/08 4,512 11,763 384 28,025.1 16,162.4

01/01/09 - 12/31/09 4,604 12,194 378 28,419.4 17,164.7
01/01/10 - 12/31/10' 4,594 12,693 36.2 29,531.0 17,762.1

01/01/11 - 12/31/112 4,299 12,569 34.2 29,820.0 17.637.5

*Reporting Period changed from fiscal to calendar year
**Estimated for 1992 (Plan Administrator's computer was down. Figures [and payments] for October, November and December were paid
and calculated based on the figures for September 1992, the last month available.)

I'The effective hourly rate for the 2010 reporting period was $74.43.
2The effective hourly rate for the 2011 reporting period was $75.22.
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COMPARISONS
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CHARTYV

ATTORNEYS' HOURS

During the Reporting Period
(January 1, 2011, through December 31, 2011)
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535.7 | 586.9 435.1

128.0 120.0 136.0

172.0 | 198.0 149.5

175.0 170.0 150.6

184.0 174.1 139.0

146.5 198.7 170.5

241.0 247.0 205.0

193.5 | 241.5 190.2

139.5 126.5 122.5

256.0 264.0 240.0

18.0 13.0 8.5

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

96.0 132.0 108.0 116.0 152.0 126.0

230.5 240.2 244.0 235.2 230.5 229.7

2,515.7 | 2,711.9 2,403.2 2,446.8 | 2,467.6 2,302.6

LEGEND: 08 Traffic

01 Family 09 Landlord/Tenant
02 Probate 10 Administrative Law
03 Will 11 Immigration

04 Negligence 12 Office Procedures

05 Real Estate 13 Workers’ Compensation
06 Consumer 14 Juvenile

07 Criminal 1§ Civil Litigation



CHART V1

PARALEGALS' HOURS

During the Reporting Period
(January 1, 2011, through December 31, 2011)
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Chart VII

SURCHARGES

During the Reporting Period

(January 1, 2011, through December 31, 2011)
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